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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 52.4 

other person not authorized by the Ad-
ministrator pursuant to the regula-
tions in this part. 

[22 FR 3535, May 22, 1957, as amended at 33 
FR 9582, July 2, 1968; 35 FR 14061, Sept. 4, 
1970; 38 FR 25166, Sept. 12, 1973; 38 FR 26903, 
Sept. 27, 1973; 40 FR 48934, Oct. 20, 1975. Re-
designated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 1977 and 
further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 
1981, and amended at 51 FR 20438, June 5, 
1986; 58 FR 42413, Aug. 9, 1993; 72 FR 10037, 
Mar. 7, 2007] 

§ 52.3 Designation of official certifi-
cates, memoranda, marks, other 
identifications, and devices for pur-
poses of the Agricultural Marketing 
Act. 

Subsection 203(h) of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946, as amended by 
Pub. L. 272, 84th Congress, provides 
criminal penalties for various specified 
offenses relating to official certifi-
cates, memoranda, marks or other 
identifications, and devices for making 
such marks or identifications, issued or 
authorized under section 203 of said 
act, and certain misrepresentations 
concerning the inspection or grading of 
agricultural products under said sec-
tion. For the purposes of said sub-
section and the provisions in this part, 
the terms listed below shall have the 
respective meanings specified: 

Official certificate. ‘‘Official certifi-
cate’’ means any form of certification, 
either written or printed, including 
those defined in § 52.2, used under this 
part to certify with respect to the in-
spection, class, grade, quality, size, 
quantity, or condition of products (in-
cluding the compliance of products 
with applicable specifications). 

Official device. ‘‘Official device’’ means 
a stamping appliance, branding device, 
stencil, printed label, or any other me-
chanically or manually operated tool 
that is approved by the Administrator 
for the purpose of applying any official 
mark or other identification to any 
product or the packaging material 
thereof; or any device approved and 
designated by the Administrator as a 
USDA official device for use as a color 
standard, defect guide, or other similar 
aid to interpret the United States De-
partment of Agriculture grade stand-
ards and to facilitate conduct of the in-
spection service. 

Official identification. ‘‘Official identi-
fication’’ means any United States 
(U.S.) standard designation of class, 
grade, quality, size, quantity, or condi-
tion specified in this part or any sym-
bol, stamp, label, or seal indicating 
that the product has been graded or in-
spected and/or indicating the class, 
grade, quality, size, quantity, or condi-
tion of the product approved by the Ad-
ministrator and authorized to be af-
fixed to any product, or affixed to or 
printed on the packaging material of 
any product. 

Official mark. ‘‘Official mark’’ means 
the grade mark, inspection mark, com-
bined form of inspection and grade 
mark, and any other mark, or any vari-
ations in such marks, including those 
prescribed in § 52.53 approved by the 
Administrator and authorized to be af-
fixed to any product, or affixed to or 
printed on the packaging material of 
any product, stating that the product 
was graded or inspected or both, or in-
dicating the appropriate U.S. Grade or 
condition of the product, or for the 
purpose of maintaining the identity of 
products graded or inspected or both 
under this part. 

Official memorandum. ‘‘Official memo-
randum’’ means any initial record of 
findings made by an authorized person 
in the process of grading, inspecting, or 
sampling pursuant to this part, any 
processing or plant-operation report 
made by an authorized person in con-
nection with grading, inspecting, or 
sampling under this part, and any re-
port made by an authorized person of 
services performed pursuant to this 
part. 

[22 FR 3535, May 22, 1957, as amended at 23 
FR 4999, July 1, 1958. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977 and further redesignated 
at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

INSPECTION SERVICE 

§ 52.4 Where inspection service is of-
fered. 

Inspection service may be furnished 
wherever any inspector or licensed 
sampler is available and the facilities 
and conditions are satisfactory for the 
conduct of such service. 
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